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Directory of Open-Space Facilities
in Pennsylvania

In recent years many schools have been built in Pennsylv?nia :
which are specially designed for flexible teaching practices and children's
differentiated learning styles. These have been termed open-space buildings
because there are limited permanent walls to separate classrooms as opposed
to the "egg crate' designs of traditional schools. The open-space areas
within the buildings range in various functional shapes from triangular,
octagonal, and circular to L-shaped and rectangular.

The structural plans of open-space buildings provide for the
accommodation of large numbers of children in large work spaces and allow
for various groupings and regroupings of pupils under the direction of
teacher teams. The work areas differ in sizes according to need, some
being equal to a double classroom whereas others are comparable to ten
classrooms. Many open space buildings have movable interior walls that
may partly or entirely screen off sections of the large open space.

These flexible open areas can be readily adapted for small and large
group instruction as -ell as for individual learning areas.

Since the organization and separation of space is quite
different from traditional buildings, new terms are used to designate
these spaces. Rather than rooms, divisions or classes, the spaces are
now referred to as pods, clusters or areas.

The attached list includes new school buildings in Pennsylvania
which have open-space construction and those which recently renovated or
built a new wing designed for open concept teaching. The brief description
of each school is intended only as a general indicator of the school
facility. For further information, the name ond address of a contact
person is provided for each school.
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